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REFPORT
oF
SUB~COMMITTEE ON BORDER PATROL

At a meeting of the inter-Departmental committee created for the purpose
of considering the prodlems of border patrol held on Jume 12, 1922, the following
sub-commit te® was created and instructed to consider and make recommendations con-
cerning certain phases of the inquiry:

Miss Katherins R. Pike, represemiing the Treasury Department;
Mr. David D. Caldwell, representing the Department of Justiocs;
Dr. C. L. Marlatt, representing the Department of Agricultwre;
Mr. V, V. Busband, representing the Department of Labor.

Subsequatly, Mr. Caldwell retired frem the committee and Mr. George R. Streag was
sppeinted to represent the Department of Justioe in his stead.

This committee has considered the suggestions that: (1) Officers ef the
various services @gased in guarding the border be designated also as officers of
the other brenches of the servioce consermed in oxrder that all might possess to
the fullest extent sush police powers as are conforred by law mpon any ONS grewp
of officials; and (2) the pessible coordination of all pelice werk on the land
boxders,or portions of such herders, through the creatios of a barder patrol
clothed with all feasible pelice pewer.

Your coxmittee have given careful consideration to the subjests men-
tiened and bog te repert as fellows: ' ¢

With the exseption of certain poliece pewers pessessed by Customs offiocers
and the fact that deputy United States maredals possess the povers of a sheriff ia
the Jjurisdictien comcerned, there is me particular pelice pewer pessessed by one
sot of Gevernrent officials operating on the borders that is mot possessed by all,
Which, in effect, means that such offieers have me pever net pessessed by an
individual eitizen so far as the arrest and detention ef persons without varraats
are conoernod. Your dommittee, therefore, are of $the opinmion that Sthe general
delegatioa eof power is not feasible and would result in mere er less confusiea
and 1ittls or me prsctical bensfit. lioreover, your committeo are strongly ef the
opinion that the variems Federal laws ocught to sarry with them the necessary legal
suthority te make such laws effeotive and that offiocers appointed to enforce such
lswe should have all mecessary legal pretectien and not be ferced to attempt to
rely upon some law entirely fereiga t0 the lssue for such pretection,

However, tho mew tariff lsw has so defimed the werd "merchandise” as
to ineluds the impertation ef prehibited msrchandise (Sec. 401, Title &, Tarife
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Act of 1922). This necessarily insludes intexicating liquers, and 1t is there-
fore apparent that authority heretofore exercised by prohibition eaforcement
offioers as to sumggling asress the berder is not coaferred wpon Customs officials.
Obviously, this legislatien will necessitate a more eomplete and extended control
of the importation of goeds over the borders than has been the ease ia the past,
In this connection it may be noted also that the centimuing in force of the so-
called quota limit immigretion lavw until Jume 30, 1924, has made imperative the
eregtien of stromger barriers along the land borders in order to prevent the
illegal entry of aliens who are unable to lawfully eater the United States because
of the nmumsrical limitations contained in the law im question.

lioreover, a member of yeur committee has receatly had cccasien to imves-
tigate conditions surrounding the smuggling asross the land borders and has found
that in some sections the protection is so imadsquate that wheat, cattle, and
other commodities are being mmmggled into the osuntry.

The foregoiag faots and the odvious imability of the varieus Government
agencies interested to successfully cepe with the situation (evem though ceordina-
tion of work among such agencies has been develeped to a very sensideradble extent)
clearly suggests the mecessity of creating a unified berder patrol aleng prsc-
tically all of the Msxiean berder anmd at least a part of the Canadian fromtier,
the persommel of sush patrel to bde clethed with all feasible pelioce powers fer
the purpese ef detecting attempted vielatioms of the law and forcing the traffic
ia all ximds of msrehandise, agrienltural predmsts and live steck, as well as
aliens, inte the proper ehannels in ordsr that they may be accorded proper im-
spection undsr the varieus laws comsermed.






