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U. S. D�ment of Labor.i 
BUREAU OF TI.TIHGRATION 
( y; as:1 ingt on 

� . �GENERAL ORDER NO. 97. 

September 26, 1927. 

SUBJECT: Voluntary Departure of PJ.iens Unla•1fully 
in the t:nit ed St at es. 

( a) If and ·::hen un alien unlawfully in the United States elects, and 
is permitted, voluntc..rLy to depart therefro:n \'lithout formal deportation 
proceedings having been instituted, the immigrant inspect or actually wit­
nessing tha departure will cause completed voluntary return card (Form 642) 
to be signed by the said alien, which card shall be filed in the Linn1igra­
tion office to which the said irnr:J.igrant inspector is attached. The munber 
of aliens of each nationality so departing a..YJ.d the numb§f fecoart--ini; to 
each country shall be r eport ed monthly on Form 651. oPi he preparation of 
voluTitary return card Form 642, the country for which the &lien departs 
will be s hoYm in the bl.ank space reserved for "R3mark s''. 
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In cases arising under the provision 
immoral, or anarchistic classes voluntary 
without Departmental approval. 

QC'T 
of lav1 relating 
depe..rture shall 

to the criminal, 
not be permitted 

(b) When a warrant of arrest has been applied for but not received, 
the alien covered thereby may be permitted in e.mergent or meritorious 
cases to depart voluntarily, as provided for in paragraph "a" hereof, 
althouf,h \"Then vrn.rr ant has been received even thoui;h not served, Depart­
ment al approval for voluntary departure must be obtained. If a 1.•rarrant 
has been served and the alien, at any stage of the warrant hearing, per­
sonally or through his attorney, makes written request voluntarily to 
depart, the f&ct s w:lth recommendation may be communicated briefly to the 
bureau, by wire (if necessary), to be followed by record of hearing. In 
the classes of cc...ses covered by this paragra.ph, Forms 642 and 651 will be 
employed. In all cases of the foregoing charu.ct er where warrants of 
arrest are issued, the warrants shall be retur;1ed with appropriate indorse­
mcnt sho'.ving disposition of the aliens thereby cov.ered. 

Districts which have not heretofore used the cards above referred to 
may secure them irnmediat ely upon special request and 12.t er upon regular 
requisition as required. 

APPROVED: 
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• .As:sist ant Secretary .• 
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Commissioner General. 


