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IN ANSWERING REFER TO • w.J• O fFICE o D IS"l'R'ldT DIRECTOR 

No. 5091/714 

Commissioner ~eneral of 
Ka.shingto1f, n. c. 

EL PASO, TEX. 

There are inclosed herewith two copies of a report 
subnitted by the Chief Patrol !'nspector, El Paso, Texas, 
under date of the 13th instant, and enclosure theret o, 
with reference to gun-fights between armed smugglers ~nd 
re,trol Inspectors Max s. pleason, Roland A. Fiaher , James 
s. Hale and Sam G. Lucy ou the night of the 9th inatRnt. 
It is believed that no casualties resulted from the sho ot­
ing. The seized liquor was delivered to the Customs Author­
ities on the 10th instRnt. 

z.--&.t;,~ 
District Director. 
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District Dir e cto r, 
u. S . Immigr ~tion Service, 
El Paso, Texas. 

U. S . DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Tmmigrat i on Service 

139- Of f ice Chief Patr ol Insp ector, 
El Paso, Texa s 1 

Dec. 13, 1927 . 

here are attached hereto, each in sextuplicnte, rep orts of Patrol 
Inspectors rax S . Gle ason and Roland A. Fisher, v1ho, with Patrol Insp ectors 
:~es S . Hale 3.~d am G. Lucy, respectively engaged armed smugglers in gun ... 
tight s on the 1n. ht of the 9th instant at the foot Estrella st. and at t he 
foot of Par k str eet , this City. The fight in which Mr. Fisher and Mr. Lucy 
engaged , it wi ll be noted, ,as of short durationt while that in which Mr . 
Gleason and :!.r. Hale uere involved i lasted over a period of from thirty to 
fort y minutes. 

Patr o l Ins p ectors Gleason ahd Hale are of the opinion that at least one 
. auier ri fl e was employed from Cordova Island by the smugglers who engaged 
ti1em. It might be stated in this conne ct ion that never to tho writerts 
kno ledge have t he snugglers in that section of the city armed themselves vdth 
r ifle s ·:i t the 1Iexican Fiscal Guards are armed - mostly with Uauzers~ At 
this particular time 1.iexican o f'ficials are carefully scrutinizing al.l persons 
for arms; are s earching private residences where arms are supposed or alleged 
t o be ca ched a nd p ermit none of their citizens .go carry arms. The writer 
fee ls p os it i ve that the light at the foot of Estrella Streat, therefore, was 
~Rd8 by ~exican Fiscal Guards. If such \18.S not the case the Mexican Fiscal 
~uard ce rta inly could hRve (and no doubt would hAve) taken the persons so 
heavily a r med into custody and seized their arms . 

It mi ght be stated that one pint and 27 gallons of s-otol; four and one­
half gallons of mezcal; twenty-two and one-half gallons of alcohol and one 

i nt of beer were seized at the foot of Estrella Street following the fight, 
phi le th irteen and one-half gallons of mezcal; four and one~half gallons ofs~ol 
:nd t elve pints of tequila were seized following the fight at the foot of 
Park street - a total of' eighty-one gallons of alcoholic liquors. 
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Nick n. Collaer, 
Chief Patrol Inspef'tor. 



Chief ?atro l Inspector, 
Border Patrol, USIS , 
El Paso , Texas. 

On the night of the 9th instant, Patrol Inspector Sam G. Lucy and 
the v,riter ere detAiled to .utch the border in the vicinity of Park 
Stre t , El Paso, ~exas. 

e ere concealed in the brush east of Park street and north of 
the railway tracks which parallel the river. At about 5:30 P. ! ., one 
"spo~ter• appeared on the railway tracks and a few minutes lator tio 
men crossed the river with sacks on their backs. When opposite us, we 
charged them, but they appa.rently heard us, so the dropped their loads 
and ran towards the corner of Park Street and 11th Street, which is 
away fro~ the river. 1eh they were near the frame house at that 

' street corner, one of the smugglers turned and fired upon us with what 
sounded li~e a 22 or 25 caliber pistol. Inspector Lucy and myself re­
turned the fire with our 45 cal pistols, each of us firing one shot. 
rt is not believed that any persons ~ere hit. 

The smugg~ers disappeared in the Mexican houses in that vicinity 
and Patrol Inspector Lucy and myself carried the contraband liquor 
to the Rio ~rande Oil Co~pany from where ve telephoned Boeder Patrol 
Headquarters for a car to come ut and get the sei1ed liquors. 
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Roland A. Fisher, 
Patrol Inspector. 



trol Inspector, 
Patrol, U3IS., 

On the night of the 9th instant, Patrol Inspector James 
s. Hale and the V1l"iter were working in the vicinity of Monument No. 
7, Cordova Island, El Paso, Texas from 5:00 P.M. to 1:00 A.M. the 
follo-ring day. 

At about 6:00 P •. A. we saw five or six men coming towards 
the Line from the iuterior of C:>rdova Islaud, Mexico, each of them 
,;fith sacks on his back. ,{e ran up near to the foot of Estrella Street, 
w~ere they were, ~nd attempted to take them into custody · at which time 
we ,rere fired upon. When the smugglers apparently heard us approaching 
them, tney dropped their contraband and ran, some of them on towards El 
Paso and some oi them back to Mexico. When we arrived at the point where 
the contraband liquor was piled on the ground, being dropped there by the 
smugglers, we were again fired upon, this time from the direction of the 
!le xi can side of the Line, and we then took cover and returned the fire 
wi thour pistols. We fought for about thirty or fot-ty minutes during v1hich 
time we were unable to move the liquor which we had seized, back from the 
line, as the smugglers were very persistent in their firing upon us. 

It is not believed by us thRt there were any casualties result­
ing from this affair. The liquor was conveyed to Border Patrol Headquarters 
about one hour later. 
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Max s. Gleason, 
Patrol Inspector. 


