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El Paso, Texas,

. Dec. 13, 1927.
District Director,

U. S. TImmigr-tion Service,
El Paso, Texas.

There are attached hereto, sach in sextuplicate, reports of Patrol
Inspectors Max S. Gleason and Roland A. Fisher, who, with Patrol Inspectors
James S. Hale and Sam G. Lucy, respectively engaged armed smugglers in gun=-

fights on the night of the 9th instant at the foot HEstrella St. and at the
foot of Park Street, this City.

The fight in which Mr. Fisher and Mr. Lucy
engaged, it will be noted, was of short duration, while that in which Mr.

Gleason and Yr. Hale were involved ilasted over a period of from thirty to
forty minutes.

Patrol Inspectors Gleason ahd Hale are of the opinion that at least one
Mauzer rifle was employed from Cordova Island by the smugglers who engaged
them. It might be stated in this connection that never to the writer's
knowledge have the smugglers in that section of the city armed themselves with
rifles but the Hexican Fiscal Guards are armed = mostly with Mauzers. At

this particular time Mexican officials are carefully scrutinizing all persons
for arms; are searching private residences where arms are supposed or alleged
to be cached and permit none of their citizens B carry arms. The writer

feels positive that the fight at the foot of Estrella Street, thersfore, was
made by Mexican Fiscal Guards. If such was not the case the lexican Fiscal

Guard certainly could have (and no doubt would have) taken the persons so
heavily armed into custody and seized their arms.

L
Tt might be stated that one pint and 27 gallons of sbtol; four and one=
half gallons of mezeal; twenty-two and one=half gallons of alcohol and ?ne
pint of beer were seized at the foot of Estrella Street following the fight,
while thirteen and one=half gallons of mezeal; four and gne—half gallons ofset ol
and twelve pints of tequila were geized following the fight at the foot of

park Street = a total of eighty=one gallons of alcoholic liquors.

Nick D. Collaer,

NDC:WCJ Chief Patrol Inspeftor.
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Chief Patrol Inspector,
Border Patrol, USIS3,
El Pasc, Texase.

On the night of the 9th instant, Patrol Inspector Sam G. Lucy and
the writer were detsiled to watch the border in the vicinity of Park
Street, El Paso, Texes.

We were concealed in the brush east of Park Street and north of
the railway tracks which parallel the river. At about 5:30 P.M., one
"spotter™ appeared on the railway tracks and a few minutes later two
men crossed the river with sacks on their backs. When opposite us, we
charged them, but they apparently heard us, so the dropped their loads
and ran towards the corner of Park Street and 1llth Street, which is
away Irom the river. Wheh they were near the frame house at that
street corner, one of the smugglers turned and fired upon us with what
sounded like a 22 or 25 caliber pistol., Inspector Lucy and myself re-
turned the fire with our 45 cal pistols, each of us firing one shot.
It is not believed that any persons were hit.

The smugglers disappeared in the Mexican houses in that vieinity
and Patrcl Inspector Lucy and myself carried the contraband liquor
to the Rio Grande 0il Company from where we telephoned Bomder Patrol
Headquarters for a car to come sut and get the seized liquors.

Roland A. Fisher,
Patrol Inspector.
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0l Inspector,
“Patrol, USIS.,
aso, Texas.

On the night of the 9th instant, Patrol Inspector James
5. Hale and the writer were working in the vicinity of Monument No.
7, Cordova Island, El Paso, Texas from 5:00 P.M. to 1:00 A.M. the

following day.

At about 6:00 P.M., we saw five or six men coming towards
the Line from the interior of Cordova Island, Mexico, each of them
with sacks on his back. We ran up near to the foot of Estrella Street,
where they were, and attempted to take them into custody at whieh time
we were fired upon. When the smugglers apparently heard us approaching
them, they dropped their contraband and ran, some of them on towards El
Paso and some of them back to Mexico. When we arrived at the point where
the contraband liquor was piled on the ground, being dropped there by the
smugglers, we were again fired upon, this time from the direction of the
Mexican side of the Line, and we then took cover and returned the fire
withour pistols. We fought for about thirty or fotty minutes during which
time we were unable to move the liquor which we had seized, tack from the
line, as the smugglers were very persistent in their firing upon us.

It is not believed by us that there were any casualties result-
ing from this affair. The liquor was conveyed to Border Patrol Headquarters
about one hour later. 4

Max S. Gleason,
Patrol Inspector.
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