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!here are being tr · n t ·her with et • 
bet'ol"• the write~ bf P trol In peotor G · • 
oaaourrff in &n4 atded to y Patrol I pector lalliRD 
R. cosou. ooncerning a {s\lll t1 t db t ·• fi these of• 
fieera on one ·hand end unkno · 11 uor ••ugglers on :th• 
other. which ocourre t th t-oot ot .tnwna •t;reet a114 
Cordova Isl nd, thi oit7, at about 130 PM on h Sth 
ill ut after which l g llons of" Alcohol an 86 pint• 
of wh1 key wei:e ee1z 4. 

ft!• rigti.t oocur a about one city block rrom th point 
at whlo trol Inspector Benjamin T. gill wa killed Oh 
the nigh\ or JlaJ 30t and it s l"rol11 thi illentioal epot 
oa the line this killer oue Ju•t prior to that shooting. 
Thi pla • •• •l•o the acene ot gun duel between Pa,..:trol 
Inapeotora ene • D v1d a.ncl Leer._ Kennedy on one hand and 
ll1uor sausgla a on the other on the 1110rntng or April a,, 1929. 
'l'hie ierrilorJ h•• been the tayorite "erauggli.ng ground•," in 
Ue past, tor the well known CRUZ AOUNI.A. atld D4VID !'ORRES 
pap a trca the thocls 6Jlployed 1n thta aost ~eoeni oper­
ation 1t ia b lt T•4 th t oue ot the two gang• were involved. 

iltho\\gla . the teatiaonf ot both ottieere at~ongly 1nd1oatea 
, on or aore ot the 8Ngg]ers wel:'e injured or killed in 

the battle no tnee ot auch per•ons was found. Owing howeYer, 
to the denaen••• or the under-crowth an4 to th taot that 1r 

mgglera were hit ,hat they tell in zican territory, no 
rig14 aea.r hot the terrain ooul4 be •4e and it is Yel"J prob­
• 1 tlla ~• 111 or 1nJure4 peraon we~• ~arr1ed by their 
·eC11Rt11·a ea to aoa point turther 1n Mex1oo durl tne night. 

fte aeize4 liquor waa delivered to the Ch1et Jlounte In peoto~ 
o'f uato on •••n 4ate and the receipt o Grover o. W_..b talc•• 

G. w. Lianenkolll 
J.ot1q Ohie:t htro1 In.epee 



Statement of P&trol Insp ector c:~LE '7 . r :n;s concurred in b 
Patrol Inspector RIC :l D R . OODOI , a s :m. de be fo r e Act i ,,... c ief 
Patrol In&pector , G. rr. innenlrnhl, in t h e o :ffice o f the Chie f trol 
I r..spe otor, El Paso , Texas, on Au 15u s t 9, _ 1 9 2 • 

G. -r. Lin-~enkohl 
C1:.ar 1 es W. :raye s 
Richard~. Coscia 
Buford • J.. iley 

Acting Chi e f e trol 
Pat rol Ins- ector 

trol I nspector 
Clerk 

BY T.dE Zl AJ\7INIPG OFFIC:SR: 

nspe c tor xam~_ i ng o ~f i c er 
itne ss 
itness 

Stenos r ":pher 

Your are advised that I desir e to take a 
statement from each of you conc "r ning a in..rn fi ~·ht b e t ween ourse l ves 
on one :::i.e.nd anci li uor snu "'"·lers on t h e other at t he junc tion of 
Stevens street ·.nd. Cor -ova Island at rbout 9 :30 PM on the 8th i nctant, 
at ,_ :·.:.ich time 18 2.lons of .Alcohol and 86 pints of Whiskey :rere 
seized b~· you. 

IBSSES, FITB':1 32:ING DULY SUOR , . TESTIFIES AS FOLLO ·fS: 

~;ING Ot?FICER DRESSING INSPECTOR HAYES: 

• Please state your name and occupation? A. Charles W. Hayes Patrol 
Inspector, U. s. I. s. Border Patrol, El Paso, Texas. 

• What was your duty assignment on the 8th instant? A. I was a s signe d 
to pc.trol the border between Luna street and Hammett Boulevard on 
Cordova Island 1-:-i th Patrol I ns pector Coscia. 

• State fully the circumstances surrounding the sei zure of the above 
mentionec. liquor and gun fi::;ht. A. At about 9 M Ne wen_t into a 
position e.t the foot of Stevens street and after vmi ting for about 
fifteen :;:-linutes e desided to move. We walke d about one hundred 
y2rds tor:ard Gra:r::ir.1ar street and changed our minds and. returned to 
the foot o~ Stev:aas street and concealed ourselves in the brush. 
Within a very few minutes two men wen' obssrved crossins he boundc ry 
line _:oin::: into r exico end disappearing in the brush. I im ed.i c tely 
assigned. I ::.i-=r ector Coscia a pos · tion hero he could o'' sorve an~,one 
crossi~g the Intern~tional line in that vicinity and I assumed a 
pos~tion about fi~ty feet to his rear in the hope of apprehending 
thG prospective smu~g~_9rs. Shortly after assurning my position I 
observoa. £:. s:r.iugcler coming from the brush on the ~ir0xtc 0n side of the 
li~1e and toward us, w-atchin::; closely I countec1 five smu::;clers cor:1ing 
out o~ the rush ~nd on to~a=d us. I let them pass me and ~2ited 
for L.: . ·, ctor Coscia to halt them, r:-hich he did. I i mr:1ec.i2.tely 
started towe.rd the smu -:;e;lers r;-ho &ropped their loads and one of 
t~1E:.J::. o ened fire i th what appeared to be a pistol. Irm::i..E-cliately 
_ Jct·:"~-=-· c1. tho fire. At the tirac of m~r enda-v-our ·~o u...-,:::.:-· 1~end these 
men three of' them disappea1 ed in the c':.irection of Inspector Coscia. 

I fi1•ea. at tL.c sLm ;:_;ler who had opened fire upon me, l1e and 
not l' ruuned tO'\. l d the 1i.·ush on the Pexican sicle oE ·he lino• 



Cherles ,, • ~Iayes 
(2) 8/9/L, 

In anoth r second t -o o.:' the men wl o 1 &cl r__· ne in t e c1 · r:.,ction 0
~ I:.. ~:;_Jecto~ .. Cosc ia retur-ned to, rd me join i nc t~ ir co~--i:,:..r.io ... _s 
~ter crossi G n ole river bed nd co i nc over t~e levee , +~e~ 

d7s .,_ ea~ .. ed in ,he ;.1rus on the c.8:t.:ican s ide. I v1ai"L0d sor1c ton 
nnnu ves in my posi -::;ion , I nspec tor Coscia renaii1inr· on ·'-he ot 

0
r 

~ic.e o:.' the brush f'rom me on the Amer.ic e. sia.e . I t e~ era ll;d 
uO :~·h~re I ::1~ -- ec ·_ or Coscia ivc.s , left him v-i th he liquor th2.t had 
bc..e__ rop:._.:i v c.. b,,r the smu -gler s c..nd :ent to a telephone and called 
Porc._er I'&trol eac.~u rt rs . i t h in about f i'ft c en minutes Senior 
Patrol I2s,ector neeves and Patrol Inspector Scoles arrived u on 
the scene a_d very shortly thereafter Actin~ Chief P~trol I nsnector ,... -, T • n} hl O "' 

u- . ,. • _,in:.:.-:; :o • The -·round was t:_orou ··tly cone over and the 
ti .. ush :.:at out out no C..ead or r;ouncled znu glers rere found . The 
lic.s_uor ,·ms loaded in t · e truck and brou ht to :'1order Patrol Head­
quar-~ 0:. s • _.,.ei.... :::- Il.cpector ,..,oscia o:;,.• myself 11ere injill;ed-· in- -'-his 

xch~~~e o~ s~ots. 

"'• Do s-ou believe th 0 t any of the smu::clers were k:i.lle\i ~r injur e, d 
in t:':..is exchane;e of shots? A. Yes, because I could hear .. so:qieone 
cr:~iu.:::; as if in intense pain over in the brush on the ·Ee:::dcan 1 
side. A::..so the smuc~·lcr that fired at me was seen t,o, f'all 1.. e­
:o::::e goi"8._; over t·1e levee, he vms either hit oi~ just fallinG on 
thE... :-round to k E:; ep f'rom gett:.ng hit t before e:.;oind o..v.s3r the levee o 

• Ho1 far do you consi ter you pos~tion vas from the Intern~tional 
boundary line? A. I judge ab out thirtir or forty yards . 

• :o"r:J m.any shots were fired by you and In~.,pector Cosc i a and by the 
suu3wlers? A. I fired five tim~s, Inspector Co s cia fired three 
or :'.:'our shots and the smug::;ler thut fired at n.e :'ired two or 
no~:.-e times I do not know just hoTI many. 

-'(,• EXAtrIIITNG 0FFIC:::m ADDRESSING I rSPECTOR COSCIA: 
Ycu have heard the statement of Patrol I nr_.,pector Charles v;. 
Ecyes is it true in every_~respect? A. Yes sir. 

Q,. £ave you anything further:r-s..tate regarding your observations. in 
addition to the statenent of Inspector Eayes? A. Yes, I believe 
there six men t ngaged in this sm.uc~ling operat on es I heard 
someone on the TTexican site of the line calling to the five 
smu.o-~lers to come on back and fie;ht. 

~. Ins;ector Eayes states that he only saw four men .cross the line 
back :.nto dexico can you account for the fifth man? A. Yes, he 
escap~-d into the settlement on the American side • 

• row many shots were fire b~ you? A. I fired th~ee shots from 
m,r rifle. 

Qo F;om your point of view is it your opinion that some ~f th~ 
smu_:::;lers 77ere injured in this exchanbe of shot~? A; Y"es sir, 
because \7hile Inspector Hayes had gone to the telepnone ~o 

11 Sorder Patrol Headquarters I could hear some~ne cry~ng 
~: if i~ pain on the Mexican side of the International line. 

correct 


