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: !harc are being trensmitted herewith statements made
before the writer by Patrol Inspector CHARLES W, HAYES,
coneurred in end added to by Patrol Inspector RICHARD
R. COSCIA, concerning & gun fight had between these of-
ficers on one hend and unknown liquor smugglers cn the
other, whiech ocourred at the foot of Stewens street and
Gordova Islend, this city, at about 9130 PM on the 8th
instant after which 18 gallons of Alcohol and 86 pints
of whiskey were seized.

This fight occurred about one city block from the point
at whieh Patrcl Inspector Benjamin T. Hill was killed on
the night of Mey 350tk and it was from this identiocal spot
on the line that his killer came just prior to that shooting.
This plage was slso the scene of a gun duel between Patrol
Inspectors Tugene W. David and lee I. Kennedy on one hand and
ligquor smugglers on the other on the morming of April sv, 1929,
This territory hes been the favorite "smuggling grounds,” i
the past, for the well known CRUZ ACUNIA and DAVID TORRES

and from the methods employed im this most recent oper-

ation it is believed that ome of the two gangs were involved.

Although the testimony of both officers strongly indicates
that one or more of the smugglers were injured or killed in
the battle no trace of such persons was found. Owing however,
to the denseness of the under-growth and to the faet that if
any smugglers were hit that they feli in Mexiean territory, no

- rigid search of the terrain could be made and it is very prob-
able that the :illed or injured persons were cerried by their
comrades to some polnt further in Mexico during the night,

The seized liquor was delivered to the Chlef Mounted Inspector
of Customs on even date end the receipt of Grover C. 'tﬁb taken,

v G+ W. Linnenkohl
GWL/R Acting Chief Patrol Inspeetor
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Charles w, Hayes (2)

In another sccond two of the men who head
.0f Inspector Coscia Teturne
aiter crossing an olg

8/9/c9,

céne 1in the direction
& toward me Joining thedir compenions
i s 1x Tiver bed and going over the levee, they
d}sappeayeu 1R the brush on the Mexican side, T waited some ten
mlnutes in my Position, Inspector Coscia remaining om %he other
slde of the brush from me on the American side, I then crawled
‘ﬁe Whgre Taspector Cosaig was, left him with the liquor that had
_jhgsn Aroppcd by the Smucglers end went to a telephone and called
~Border Petrol Headquarters, Within about fifteen minutes Senior
vaﬁatrol Iuspector Reeves and Patrol Inspector Scoles arrived upon
~ %+ bhe scene ana Vexry shortly thereafter Acting Chief Patrol Inspector
S 8. W Binnonkoh), :

) The ground was thoroughly gone over and the
- BTush beat out but no dead er wounded Smugglers Were found, The
l&quor was loaded in the truck

g L and brought to Rorder Patrol Head-
© . quarterss Neither Inspector Coscia or myself were injured-in this
' eXCthangse of shots,

Qe Do you believe that any of the smu-
in this exchange of shots? A.
crying as if in intense pain o
side. Also the smuggler thet fired at me was seew, . to, fall he-

fore going over the levee, he was either hit-o*'just’falling on -
the ground to kKeep from getting hity before gomngmdxgrnjhe levee,

Q¢ HOow Tar do you consider you position was frém the Internationzl-
boundary line? A. I Judge ebout thirty or fOrty yerds.

&+« Iow many shots were Tired by you and Inspector Coscia and by the

- smugzglers? A, I fired five times, Inspector Coscia fired three
or four shots and the smugcler that fired at me rired two or
more times I do not know just how many.

. Qs EXANTINING OFFICZR ADDRESSING INSPECTOR COSCIA:

b You have heamd the statement of Patrol Inspector Charles W.

? . Hayes is it true in everghigspect?;ka Yes sir. L :

Qs Fave you anything fmrthe¥4‘¢ate regarding your observations in
addition to the statement of Inspector Hayes? A. Yes, I believe
there six men engaged in this smuggling operation as I Hheard.
Someone on the Mexican side of the line calling to the five
smuggzlers to come on back and fight. " _ :

&+ Inspector Hayes states that he only saw four men cross the line
back into Mexico can you account for the fifth men® A. Yes, he

i escapcd into the settlement on the Auericen side. ..

- Qe I'ow meny shots were fire by you? A. I fired three shat$tfram
ifle. '
Qe ;go; your point of view is it your opinion ?hat some of the

5 smugglers were injured in this exchange oflahota? A. Yes sir,

because while Inspector Hayes hed gbﬁe”torthg_talephone ?o

{ call Border Petrol Heedquarters I could heer someone crying

: as if in pein on the Mexicaq?sidé of the International line,

I certify that the abow
tqgnseript of my note

eleTs were killed or injured:
Yes, because I colld hear, someone
ver in the brush ‘on thé' Mexitan )
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@ true, full and correct
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