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There is transmigted herewith transeript of statement.
nmade before the writer by Senior Patrol Inspeator Ammon M.
Tenney in which Inspectors Charles T. Birohfield, Irvin H.
Cone, Richard A. Bush and Francis A, Secott coneur, together
with atatement of Tnspector David L. Scoles who scted in
this case as an observer and resar guard. In comnection with
this Tight sttention is invited to report of July Slst last
ongerning a gun fight in this same lpoality in whish a large
penity of liquor wes seized. In the instant case informution
a8 bean received from a friendly Mexicen O0fficinl that a
quanity of barreled liquor wae stored on Cordova Ialend neer
the on Packing Plant. This geng of smugelers is without
a doubt the seme as those encountered on July 22nd last and
reported to your office in the above mentionsd report.

it appears thet the smugglers profiting by the encounter
in July hed pleced at least ¢wo rificmen in the rear of thedr
08¢ _mome to attack officers who might attempt %o interfere
with the loading operetions end i% is belleved thet had mot
spector Scoles, who hed boenm left in the reeor, hed not ate
teoked end driven away these riflemen, our officers would have
placed in en exeeedingly emborasting emd. dspgerous position,

xa)lﬂna this sotion similer toctics 8s used in the July
thet this attempt to smusgle liguor by thie gang in the Packing

I% is not known whother the smugglers suffered say casualities,
Nome were suffered by our officers.

prehended were delivered o the losel Mount ‘ (
charge and his receipt teken for same on the 80%h in
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: H. GONE, RICHARD A. BUSH, end FRANCIS A. SCOTT s made befare

O] ‘atrol Inspeetor H. C. Horsley in the office of the Chief Patrol
Inspeetor, El Peso, Texas, on September 20, 1929,

PRESENT

H, C. Horsley Chief Patrol Inspector ZXxeamining officer
Ammon M. Tenney Senior Patrol Inspector Witness

Charles T. Birehfield Senlor Patrol Inspe ctor Witness

Irvin H. Cone Patrel Inspector Witness

Richard A, Bush Patrel Inapector Witness

Franeis A. Secott Patrel Inspector Witness

Buford A. Riley Clerk

Stenogrepher

BY THE EXAMINING OFFICER TO WITNRSSRES:

You are advised that I desire %o
~take a statement from each of you concerning a gun fight had between

‘yourselves and liquor smugglers on the wvening of the 19th instent near
Peyton Packing Plant this oity, et about 7 PM.

WITNESSES, FIRST BREING DULY SWORN, TESTIFIRS, AS FOLLOWS:
Examining otﬁn_r addressing Inspeotor Tenuney:

Q. State your name and occuprtion? A, Ammon M. Tenney, Senior Patrol
Inspector, Immigration Border Patrol, El Paso, Texas.

Qs Btate fully the circumstences surrounding the above nmentioned
Tight? A. I::z»m Cone, Bush and myself were in an automobile
last night and Inspectors Dirchfield end Secott in another cer, watech-
ing for a signel from Inspector Scoles who had taken up & postion
in the Union Stock Yards tower, this signel wes to be gi¥NM™is snd we
were %o go to the vieinity of Peyton Pafking Plant where we had informe-
ation that liquor was sbout to be orossed. Ve were stationed in ouy
automobiles at about lst & Cotton Avenue, about twelve blocks from the
Peyton Packing Plant. Upon receipt of the signal we went out lst
street until we océme to the Texas & Pecific Reilreed tracks and from
there south to the FPeyton Peoking Plant. Upon arrival at the Peyton
Packing Plant we saw & men getting out of an auntomodblle and walk toe
werd us, Inspector Bush apprehended him and Inspector Cone and myself
¢limbed over the Chute fence snd over the second fence where we saw
bundles end sacks lying along the side of this fence and looking south
thru an open space we observed three men under some trees end im-
mediately one of them fired upon us, firing three shots. A%t this oute
burst of shots Inspector Cone end myself returned the fire. At about
the seme time firing beceme general from the East of us, from the
direction of Cordove Islend. We lay down en the ground and returned
the fire., About this time Inspectors Birehfield and Scott arrived
and also begen %te return the fire of the smugzlers. How many shots
wore fired by the smugslere I cannot say but there vere a great nump ..
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e fire o ‘ hey ceased -haoting.
At about this ¢4 ms.ar Patral Inapeﬂor G. W, Linnenkohl
arrived from Border Patrol hesdquerters with reinforcements snd
& skirmish line was formed, the battle ground thoroughly beat
out but no wounded or desd smusglers could be found., The liguor was
gethered up, placed in & truck and brought to Dorder Patrol head-
quarters, togethsr with the Mexican and car captured,

Gs Whet was the name of the man apprehended? A. ibrahem Rodriguesz.

Qe+ What kind of a car did he have? As An old two door FTord seden of
very ancient model.

@+ ¥hat did the liquor consist of? 4. Seven ten gallon kegs of Vhiskey
and 2Y pints of Whiskey.

Q. Was 1% yet dark when the battle commence? A. Yee sir, i% wee jJust
getiing davk.

Q+ How many men do you estimete there were of the smugglers? A. 'rom the
flashes of Sheir guns, I judge there must heve been at least ten of

Exsmining officer addéressing Inspector Birohfield:

G+« You have heard the statement of Inspector Tenuey is it true in every
respect? A. Tes sir.

Qe I:thmmﬁnsnntmwtmtharm ¥ A« Hothing thet I know
of.

Qe Approximately how many shots were fired by the ssmgglers? A. I ar-
rived sbout twe minutes after the battle started snd I judge there
must have been at least fifty shots fired by thep.

Exanining efficer addressing Inspector Cone:

@+ You have heerd the statement of Inspectors Temney end Birehfield, is
thereanything that you went to add thereto? A, No sir, I believe they
gover the eircumstences of the case.

Exsmining officer addressing Inspector Push:

Qs+ You have heard the stetements of Inspectors Tenney, Birehfield and
Cone, are they true in every respeot? A. Yes sir,

Qs Is there m that you might edd to them? A. Yes, while making
this run to the Peyton Pecking Plant a large sedan sutomobile tried

to arowd us off the rosd but feiled 4m &his attempt.

Examining ormu- addressing Inspector Seott:

have hoard the statements of Inspeotors Tenney, Birehfield, Cone
Bush, they true in every respeot? A. Yes sir.
e you any further stetement to make? A. Yes, I would like to state
t a large Coupe, what appeared to ba a Dodge, trudtotm.w
self and Inspector nu-nm.u off the road while euroute %o Feyton's
Packing Plant after receiving the signal that smugglers were crossing,
I might also state that there were & large number of eutomobiles in
this vicinity et that time.

I certify that the above is a full, true enda
ecorrect transoript of my notes as taken in the sbove cese.

(signed) Buford A. Riley
Stenographer




.2 made before Chic

Patrol Inspector H. c. Horulor u the orﬁoo ot the Chief Patrol
Inspeotor, Tl Paso, Texas, on September R0, 1929,

PRESENT
H, C. Horsley Chief Patrol Inspector Examining officer
David L. Seoles Patrol Inspector Witness
Buford A. Riley Glerk Btenographer

BY THE EXAMINING OFFICER:

You are advised that I desire to take a
statement from you comcerning your observations from the Union Stoek
Yards tower on the evening of the 19th instent Just prior to & gun
fight had between officers of this Service and liguor mgsloﬂ at
about 7 PM in the vieinity of Peyten's Packing Plent.

WITNESS, FIRST BEING DULY SWORN, TESTIFPIES, AS FOLLOWS:

G+ State your name and oocupation? A, David L. Scoles, Immigretion
Border Patrol, El Paso, Texas.

Q+ Stete fully your obsesrvetions ess mentioned above? A. At about 2:45
M, Senlor Patrol Inspector Charles T. Birchfield and Patrol Ins-
pector Franels A. Scott left Porder Patrol Headquarters end went to
& point on Overland street where we could observe the Union Stoek
Yards tower. We then left this pesition on Overlend street and I
lay down in the back of the ear and Senior Patrol Inspector Bireh-
field drove to the Union Stock Yards tower wshere I stepped from
the car to the tower and went up the ladder s fast as I could. As
soon as I had gained the platform of this tower I lay down fecing
Peyton's Packing Plant, Inspector Birehfield driving away in the
car. Immediately after the car hed left four men ceme out of the
vieinity of the Stock Yards and examined the tracks of the auto-
mobile going in and coming out and for foot prints or anything
they could find., These four men then went to the Stoek !n*as bm
end I could see them thru the window of this barn epparently search-
ing for anyone that might have taken up their position there. After
After finishing this Jjob they sgain disappeared in the Stoek Yards.
About this time I observed two men coming down the levee from %the
direction of the Rio Grande 0il Compeny, one of them driving a
bunch of goats, the other carrying a fishing pole and they ap-
peared to be exsmining the surrounding territory. At about 4 »u
the Goat herder with his Goats left the vicinity but the Tisherman
remained in this vieinity until derk. He was located approxi
one-half way between the Stook Yards and Peyton's Packing Spiliway
and st all times where he could command a view of both the river
and the land side of the levee that runs along the river. Outside
of two or three men that could be seen working around the Stoeek
Yards there were no more spotters working in this vieinity., At a.
bout 6 FM I observed a man crossing the two wooden fences
back of the Scheniders Packing Plant and whieh joins the ¢

around the Peyton Pasking Plant, going in the direction of same,




He went down the fence going Fast toward Co lend and returned
empty hended in about ten minutes. OShortly @ after s Vord seden
left Scheniders Packing Plent and drove up 1l2th street in the dir-
ection of Park street and disappeared, & was at sbout 6:15 Fil,
At 6:80 Pl cars were passing up and down 12th stree$ and the traffie
was noticeably heavy at this time and spparently imeressing. There
were eight ears that made a number of trips up to the Stoek Yards,
up to Peyton's Packing Plant then turmed and went baek- i the airs
ection of 12th street or else turned and went down the Texas & Peoifioc
railroad along a road leading into the ¢ity of Tl Puso. One truck in
particular made six trips to the Scheniders Packing Plant, drove in
the yard, stopped for a few moments, then drive out agein end back %o~
ward town. A%t this time it had begum to grow derk. At this time I
saw four men coming out from the corner of Peyton's Packing FPlant and
esch appeared to be carrying & rifle, I was using field glasses. These
men crossed to the Stock Yards and disappesared but within a Tew
minutes I observed two of them stending about onehundred ysrds Vest
of the point of aetion. At this time cars hed turned on thelir lights
and from then on I had to judge largely from the motion of these
lights. A csr drove to where ! had seen these two men and stopped
stayed & few minutes and drove out. Another car csme down from
Perk street passed these two men and was signaled by them and sped on
toward Peyton's Packing Plant. About this time another ear stopped
beside these two men, it esppeared to be & Buick sedan snd similar to
the one which wae ceptured & feow weeks ago and I bellieve it was driven
by Tomas Montes and then sped off in the direction of Park street.
About this time I sew 2 o8y drive around the Zghenider Pacsking Plant
and back up to the tin femoe that surrcunds the Feyton Pecking Plant.
As this cer drove in the yard of the Schenider Packing Plant its lights
fell along the tin fence and I observed severel moving objeets that

to be esrrying loads, I then signaled our officers. As soon
@8 I had signaled our officers I decended from the fower and ran toe
wards the road but before I reached the road I observed one of our
ears going in the direction of Peyton's Packing Plent. I alse noticed
another oar back into the road in front of our officers car but our
driver menaged some way to go sround it. A%t about this time the eay
that wes being drivem by Senior Petrol Inspector Birohfield, our second
car going in the direction of Peyton's, passed and another cer that
could be seen coming from the direection of Peyton's Packing Plant tried
to orowd this second ¢ar off the road but failed to do mo. At this
time I reached the road and sceing this cer coming in my direetion, I
had e gga%‘hm stepped behind a telephone pole, as the ear passed me
someone with an sutomatic or two persons with guns opened fire upon me
I returned the fire with my gun emd suceeded in putting at least ome
pullet in the car which proceeded on down the road, After this car

had pessed I then proceeded on down the roed in the direction @¢
peyton's Packing Plant,




being to get wetween the two riflemen I had seen between
Stock Yards snd the point of action., When I reashed a position
epposite them I observed that they were not there but I saw moving
figures going in the direotion of Peyton's Packing Plant down the
Stoeck Yards fence. I epproached them on & run and as I 4id so my
fleshlight which was inside of my shirt lighted, 1 tried to knoek

it out, finally my shirt came open and the light fell out but in

the meantime these two men had spotted me and started firing in my
direction. I returned their fire with my .45 automatic, they be-

ing at close range, one of the men apparently retreated while the
other covered his retreat and I saw the last men dissppear in the
stockyards. I then prooeeded on down to Peyton's Pecking Plant end
remained there to guard any further atteck thet the smugglers might
try from the rear of the other officers. Within a few minutes Senior

Patrol Inspector Limnenkohl errived with reinforcements but the firing
at this time had ceased.

Q« You spoke of seeing a Ford sedan at sbout 6:15 P going in the

direction of Park street, was it the seme car thet wes apprehended?

R: Yes sir, I bellieve s8¢ as it appeared to be & ear of rather old model.

I certify thet the sbove is 2 full, true

end correct transeript of my notes as taken by me in the sbove
mentioned case. g

(signed) Buford A. Riley
Stenographer




