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.JUSTIFICATION, EXTENSION OF FENCES, MEXICAN BORDER 

1>~fc Fr,... i/J<P(o1' 
1. For many year• th.ere have been in exhtence ••ction1 of man• 

proof tenc••·-18 mil•• in all--alon1 the border between the United 

international boundary U.ue. 

of aach fences ill deterrin1 ille1al tr&ffic, in __ ,.___, of 

per1on1 an• tblas•· For •xample, a c 

of ill•1al entrant• in two localities 4emonatr&t•• the efiectiY••••• 

of a fence la preventing ille1al cro11ing1 of the border. Thaa, where 

Nogale• in the United State• b divided from Nogal••· S•ora, in. 

Mexico by a fence, there were but 474 arre1t1 do.rln1 the period 

tr Jaly 1, 1955, to O.cember 31, 1955; Dut in the area wb.ere El 

Paao la tbe Ualted Stat•• la ••~rated y by a dry river bed from 

3 ••· M..S.eo, tlaen w re in the aame period 5, 9H ane•t•. 

i. A~ 1ta4y of tu ntlr• b•rder •itution d11ria1 the paet 

two year• iatic&tea cenelutvely tbat the M. 3 mile• of feue nqae•tad 

in tll• Jmmt1ratl• aa4 Mata•alisadoa nice approprU.tl••• for tit• 

flaeal year 1917 will l'edo.ee tu P1'••••t n.a. ill•1a1 cro1atq1 JO'la 

to SOft. Tile avera1• ot apprebnat.•• t.tlay la l••• thaa 

21 dally. Ther• are tea Sector• aver•slal ia lensth a a 200 mt.a 

eac:ll aloa1 o•r •oathern bordel'. la 1om• tn1taac••• in tile Sector•, 

u maay aa 6Gti of tlae appr•h•n•loa1 are of •a•l eat •I•• la aa &l'e& 

prope.1a4 for protectima by a feace. 
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3. To achieve the b n lite and the 1ame reaulta whlch would follow 

from erection of a fence by atillntlon of manpower would reqW.re 

an iacr•••• of at l•••t zoo oflic•T• hi the Border Patrol. oa a pare 

money ba•i•, the capital exp.nae of l. 4 mlllio11 dollar• for th.e pro-

poted feac•• l8 obvio'1•ly more economical than a c0Dtiaw.D1 aaal 

expea1a el l. I millloa clolt.l'a for aclditioaal per1onrael and 1upportin1 

equipment needed to m.alntabl tbelr efticle cy. And, wider no cir• 

cwnatancea will the efflcl ncy of the bacrea1ed per•ODD•l approximate 

what can be accomplbhed by the fence. 

f. At pre• •t tbe principal type of indivlduall apprehended bl tile 

arua laere fence• are de•incl are •omen ud childrea, teen-•1•r"•, 

-pllfer•l'• ac&Ye .. er1. aad occa1ionally the truly dan1•rou1 

•l'lLaiblal type t1lflla1 the traffleker in narcotic draaa.. The uae 

e woald permit tlae di-..ereloa Of h11h.ly tralaetl officer• to .. • 1ro 

tllepl all• atte-.pt• peaetrate tM Hu. 

I. T • valu of a f•ac:• •• aa aid la }WM daa th• • rnptltioaa 

entry ol ed •1•at• aholll4 aot It• o-..erlooked. ere fncta1 la pro• 

po••41. coatlttloa• aloa1 tile Mrfler are ideal f•r bar'Mri • h 

p .. ple. Tlae•• •1••t• are 11hly aldlled. in tbeir la.aalaeaa aa e •• 

t eir ewa tlma t attempt a.a entry. Tile an I 

• 
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... 3 .. 

from without will help to strengthen nation.al security. 

6. Since the time when thl• matter of a f•nce wa1 flrat given pub· 

licity. lt ii 1111der1toocl that pel'eone, botb Uldted Stat•• citisens and 

Meldcana, lD the vicinity ol Brownaville. have expre11ed oppoaition 

to a fence bl the Browa1vtlle-Matamora1 locality Oil the ba•l• that 

for tbelr p'1l'p01e1 it woW.d lte more 1Gitable there to b.ave a 1•rie1 

of bear•trap dam.a which wo.ald create an artUic:ial water barrier. 

equ.lly effective for ot.tr purpo•••· Tb• Service doe• aot contemplate 

placla1 a feac• 'ta tllat 'riclalty. Hewenr, elaewb.ere, eomm•ltl•• 

oa t.otll 1lde1 ef ta• latemational border faYGr Ince• ba tu place• 

wllere tlley are intnded t• be erect.ti. 


