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The great movement of peoples to our shores has differed
from other world migrations in both size and character.

Immigrants to this country embrace people of all races,
cultures and creeds. Their descendants have helped to

build a truly unique society.

In 1875 our nation adopted its first general federal immi-

gration statute. Alien smuggling and illegal entry of
aliens without the aid of smugglers followed in the wake
of this legislation; and as mozxe restrictive laws were
passed, the problems of enforcing them became

increasingly difficult,

For a number of years the Immigration Service maintained
a small and widely-scattered force of mounted guards on
the Mexican border to prevent alien smuggling. But
unlawful border running soon became too great for this
meager force to handle effectively. As a result, the
Congress, on May 28, 1924, for the first fime, specifi-
cally authorized the expenditure of funds for a land-border
patrol operational with the Immigration Service.

As the Border Patrol this year completes a half-century
of service, it is highly appropriate that we acknowledge

our debt to this hearty group of law enforcement officers.
Honor First has been the Border Patrol's motto from the

very beginning. Its officers have continued to display
stamina, sensitivity and the highest integrity. These
qualities, enhanced by an unfailing courtesy to all and
helpfulness to those in need, have always been their

proud mark of distinction.




While charged primarily with the duty of apprehending
violators of our immigration laws, it follows inevitably
that the performance of these duties has brought patrol
officers into contact with violators of many other laws,
In this connection their seizures of large quantities of
marijuana, contraband narcotics and drugs represent
a major contribution to a battle against a most vicious

and corrosive force in our society.

On behalf of all my fellow citizens, 1 pay special tribute
to the members of the Border Patrol on this historic

milestone.
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