
Current Location of Camp Chigas 
The El Paso Sub-district Headquarters 

The First National Border Patrol Training School 
 

The following pictures and maps briefly show the highlights of the research that led to the confirmation of 
the location of the main building of Camp Chigas if it was still in existence today. 
 
Numerous photographs of the building exist.  Wider shots show that the building was approximately two 
blocks north of the Rio Grande River. 

1929 1940s 

   
   
Research begin by concentrating on the area immediately adjacent to Cordova Island.  The building was 
not located in this area after studying numerous maps and aerial photographs. 
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https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftshaonline.org%2Fhandbook%2Fonline%2Farticles%2Frrc04&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf413b1f321164893c32708d65c3eca57%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636797822256772264&sdata=NIcYNiut1sIcs%2B0yEMGWKkWzpZlZfeQJ%2FQ8QQIxcdN4%3D&reserved=0


The building and its location were found in maps near the Santa Fe Bridge and the Rio Grande River.  
The silhouette of the building was in the 1959 map. 
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The building and its location were found in aerial photographs.  By 1967, the building had been 
demolished as part of the construction to divert the river and change the border as per the Chamizal 
Treaty. 
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Images from maps were scaled and superimposed to confirm the current location. 
A 1959 map was superimposed onto a 1967 map.  The 1959 map shows an outline of the District HQ.  
The 1967 map shows the new border under the Chamizal Treaty.  The building is in the United States. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nps.gov/cham/learn/historyculture/chamizal-convention-postive.htm
https://www.nps.gov/cham/learn/historyculture/chamizal-convention-postive.htm


Photographs were scaled and superimposed to confirm the current location. 
Superimposed 1955 image onto a 2014 map.  The building is in the United States. 

 
 
Conclusion - The location of building that housed the El Paso Sub-district Headquarters and the first 
National Border Patrol Training School in the 1920’s through the 1950’s has been located with a high 
degree of accuracy.  If the building were in existence today, it would be located in the United States. 
 

 


